
of cultural and communal bodies and the banning of the Jewish press took away the 
possibility of independent Jewish life.  While time will be devoted at school to teaching 
our students the magnitude of this event, we strongly urge all families to attend an 
observance in your own congregation.    
 
The “B” corridor at Cherry Lane was full of excitement about our Student Council 
elections this week.  Students put up posters and campaigned upon arrival each morning.  
At an assembly for fourth and fifth graders, candidates for President and Vice-President 
presented their platforms to an audience of serious voters.  Congratulations to our new 
officers:  President Harris Berger, Vice-President Mason Kalaty, Secretary Yael 
Hakimian, and Treasurer Karyn Simchayof.  We also welcome the following children 
who were elected as class representatives to our Cherry Lane Student Council: Shirin 
Benyaminpour, Remi Eliyahu, Spencer Hakimian, Shani Kahan, Bryan Lavi, Michael 
Livi, Zach Mor, Gabriella Orbach, Kimber Simchayof, and Adam Sonnenklar.  Yishar 
Koach and accolades to our General Studies Principal, Mr. Randolph Ross and our 5th 
grade faculty for providing our students with a concrete lesson on the voting process of 
Election Day. 
 
In conjunction with our English Language Arts curriculum, the 5th grade went to 
Broadway this week to see the play “WICKED”.  The play will enrich the 5th grade’s 
study of fairytales.  A great time was had by all.  We thank our fifth grade teachers Sara 
Abdyan, Nitza Hershkovitz, Cori Pahl, Rabbi Salzberg, Rachel Eghbali and Yael Brachot 
for making the day so special for our children.   
 
Picture Days at Cherry Lane, Old Mill, and Young Israel were very successful.  Special 
thanks go to our Co-chairs Laleh Kamali and Haifa Shavolian, for working closely with 
the administration and our PTA presidium Sharona Arjang and Myra Mogilner, and all 
the volunteers who made the days successful.  I'm grateful that due to careful planning 
and perfect scheduling, the project was accomplished with minimum interruption to 
instruction.  We look forward to seeing the happy faces of our children, and will share 
them with you as soon as they become available.     
 
Registration for the 2010/11 academic year for grades Toddler – 8th is now 
in progress.  If you know of a family with school age children, please 
encourage them to contact me at 516-487-8687 ext 110 for an appointment 
and personal tour.  Thank you for your support in directing new families 
to our beloved NSHA.   
 
Best wishes for a Shabbat Shalom and an enjoyable weekend. 
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October 30, 2009  
  
  

Parent/Teacher Individual Conferences scheduled for  
Sunday, November 15, 2009.  

   
Dear Parents:   
  
With almost two months of school behind us, it’s now time to prepare for our 
individual parent/teacher conferences.  At these conferences, teachers will discuss 
your child’s progress.  At the same time, you will have an opportunity to ask 
questions, share your concerns, and provide your child’s teachers with important 
feedback.  We consider these conferences essential, and look forward to effective 
dialogue, so that together we can help our child(ren) develop and achieve their full 
Hashem given potential.  
  
Parent teacher conferences for grades Nursery – 8 will be held entirely in Cherry 
Lane.  Middle school conferences will be held in our Cherry Lane Gym.  Our 
Cherry Lane parking lot will be available to parents with additional parking 
available on Tideway, Lighthouse and Catalina Drive. We call on your cooperation 
and request that no cars be parked by a fire lane, blocks another car or inhibits 
movement in our lot, or blocks any of our neighbor’s driveways.   
  
If you are unable to attend this conference day please send a note to your child’s 
teacher so that other arrangements can be made.  
  
Since we will be meeting with almost 400 families on this day, we ask for 
everyone’s full cooperation and understanding in making this day run safely, 
efficiently and effectively.  
  

  
Times  

Grades Nursery - 8  
Parents of students with last name beginning with: 



  9:30 – 11:00 R – Z   
11:00 –12:30  A – E  
12:30 – 1:00  FACULTY LUNCH  
 1:00 –  2:30  F – K  
 2:30 –  4:00  L – P   

 
  
We ask your cooperation in following the schedule as teachers will only be able to see parents 
during their designated time.  They will not be able to meet with parents who arrive at another 
time.  
  
Grades Nursery - 5: Individual conferences will be held in your child’s   
                                  Classroom                                                                                        

 • Conferences are limited to 10 minutes per family with each teacher.  
 • Cherry Lane teachers will be using their homeroom classrooms   

(GS and Hebrew teachers will be in the same room for their conferences.)  
• Specialty and learning center teachers will also be available in their own classrooms.  

 
           

Grades 6 - 8: Individual conferences will be held in the Cherry Lane   
                       Gym.  

 • Conferences will be limited to 5 minutes per student per teacher.  
 • Please come prepared with the names of your child’s teachers.  

 
  
Thank you in advance for your participation and cooperation.  Special thanks to our faculty and 
staff for making themselves available on a Sunday so that Parents can attend conferences.      
  
Rabbi Yeshayahu E. Greenfeld                                                                                          
  

  
  



 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE DEAN’S HEART                                                               מלב המנהל 
Mar Cheshvan, the 2nd month of our Hebrew calendar is the only month that has the 
prefix “mar” in front of it.  This addition is explained by our sages in two different ways.  
One explanation is that the word “mar” in Hebrew means bitter.  Cheshvan is called the 
“bitter” month because it is a month without holidays, and because it follows Tishrei, 
which is filled with yamim tovim.  The second explanation is that the word “mar” also 
means,  a drop, indicating that Mar Cheshvan marks the beginning of the winter ה טיפ
season in Eretz Yisrael when the יורה has the first rainfall of the season.  During 
Shemini Atzeret, we prayed תפילת גשם, T’filat Geshem, the prayer for rain.  According 
to our sages, on the 7th day of Mar Cheshvan we change the mode of prayer, during birkat 
hashanim, from the summer mode , to the winter mode, reciting                    "ותן ברכה''

"ותן טל ומטר לברכה"     The days between Shemini Atzeret (when we pray for geshem) 
and the 7th day of Mar Cheshvan, were relegated by our sages to enable those who went 
to Yerushalayim to celebrate Sukkot, the chance to return to their homes before the rains 
made their trip home difficult.  How considerate and special…  Let’s remember that our 
prayers for geshem are all about rain and weather blessings in Eretz Yisrael.  Outside of 
Israel the mode of prayer is changed between December 4th and 5th and not on the 7th day 
of Mar Cheshvan because of seasonal differences.  Our challenge as teachers and parents 
is to turn Mar Cheshvan (the “bitter” month) into a sweet one. How can we do that? 
with activities such as t’fila, Limud Torah and masim tovim.  May this year’s Mar 
Cheshvan be a meaningful and special one to all. 
        
As we move ahead in further strengthening the communication between home and school 
as well as to find a balance between communicating in a “paper free” environment we 
have decided to experiment with the use of emailing between parents and teachers.  As 
we do please be mindful of the following:  
  
E-mailing can be a useful way of contacting teachers, but the medium also has 
limitations.  Please observe the following guidelines when e-mailing teaching staff. 

• Teachers are frequently unable to read their e-mail during their teaching 
day. As a result, e-mail is not useful for same day messages such as 
requests for assignments for an absent student, changes in transportation 
plans, etc.  

• It may take up to two days to get a response from a teacher.  
• Teachers may not read e-mail during vacations and on weekends.  
• E-mail is an excellent medium for short notes regarding notification of 

events and other logistics. It is not as good a medium for long descriptive 
narratives. Please do not expect extensive comments from teachers.  These 
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are more properly obtained through the regular channels of parent 
conferences, phone calls, and report cards.  

• Many teachers prefer telephone communication. Please leave a telephone 
number in your e-mail so that teachers have the option of getting back to 
you by phone.  

• E-mail is not an official document and so may not be used for absence 
notes, changes in pickup, play dates, etc.  

• Please do not telephone and e-mail about the same issue as this may lead 
to confusion.   

• If you have difficulty connecting with a teacher, you may e-mail a 
principal who will relay your message to the respective teacher. Direct 
communication with a teacher is, of course, preferable.  

• Please be mindful that e-mail notes should be brief (3 lines or less) and not 
overly detailed.  Also, keep in mind the power of a written letter, and be 
sure that your tone is appropriate.  

• As we experiment e-mailing, we must commit to not losing the NSHA’s 
personal touch.  We strongly recommend exercising common sense before 
choosing a means of communication.  We are committed to reviewing this 
initiative in 3 months, and share our findings.  I hope that this new form of 
communication helps us to further strengthen our bond with parents.   

 
Once again we thank our dear friend and devoted parent, Dr. Debbie Simkovic, for 
providing free flu shots to our entire staff.  How special it is to have a parent who goes 
out of her way to make it easier for our faculty to brave the winter and help us to 
maintain attendance and stability in school.  Shabbat shalom and enjoy a peaceful and 
pleasant weekend.   
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ABOUT OUR JEWISH TRADITION, PRIDE AND CONTINUITY…
As we emerge from observing our high holidays:  Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, 
Hashanah Rabbah, Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, I thought deeply about Simchat 
Torah, the culmination of the celebration of Torah. The core of our tradition and heritage 
is to attend to the final mitzvah of the taryag mitzvot –ת ג מצווה"רי , the last mitzvah in 
the Torah.  It commands each one of our people to write his own sefer torah.  According 
to many of our sages, the command is so clear that even when one inherits a sefer torah 
from his ancestors, one is still commanded to engage in writing his own sefer torah.  
When one writes his own sefer torah, one is deeply involved in learning the finest points 
of torah and mitzvot. Hence, the commandment “Write this song… 
   .”כתבו לכם את השירה
 
As we conclude Simchat Torah, let's engage in the mitzvah of writing a sefer torah.  Join 
the NSHA sivtei Torah campaign in memory of our beloved parent and supporter of 
NSHA, Sam Aharonoff ל"ז , to partake in a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to own your 
own portion of Torah.  Whatever we can donate to this unique experience would be a 
mitzvah--whether it is an entire Chumash, a chapter, verse, word or letter.  In this final 
high holiday note, I call upon our entire NSHA family to actively participate.  Please 
complete the form that was recently mailed to you, make your pledge, and send it back 
with your oldest child to his/her Judaic Studies homeroom teacher.  We would love not 
only to include everyone in this wonderful project, but also to invite the entire NSHA 
family to join us in celebrating the completion of these 12 sifrei Torah on Sunday, 
November 22nd at the Great Neck Synagogue.  May we all be blessed with a year of good 
health and true Jewish nachat from our terrific children.     
 
Thankfully the Kansas hate group, The Westboro Baptist Church, came and went without 
much fanfare. I feel a valuable lesson was learned from how the Academy dealt with the 
situation.  I am pleased that we did not overreact to the group, that as per Commissioner 
Miller of the Kings Point Police reported, consisted only of three men, two women, 
and two children and that our day was conducted as “business as usual”.  The question 
should be, however, "What has the community learned for the future?”  
  
I, for one, would like to advocate for stability and continuity of the school day regardless 
of future demonstrations.  No one should be in a position to interrupt learning or disrupt 
our school schedule the way this group tried to do.  Although some parental concerns 
resonated with me, too:  "What will be…?” we were assured by reliable sources that this 
was a harmless group.  
  
Another lesson is that parents need to be extremely mindful about discussing these kinds 
of issues, as well as others, in front of their young children. It's very easy to instill fear in 
our children's minds. At the same time, however, we unfortunately, also have an 
obligation to expose our children to acts of anti-Semitism.  For instance, when we see the 
 standing side to side with Palestinians along the parade route at the Salute קרתא נטורי
to Israel Parade, it’s appropriate for our children to learn to observe and even ignore 
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them. It would never dawn on us to not march in the Parade because of that sickening 
scene--so why should we accommodate a hate group? Unfortunately, it's not easy to find 
the right balance between educating our children and frightening them. 
  
In chapter 3, verse 2 of Megillat Esther it states: “But Mordechai would not bow down 
nor prostrate himself – לא יכרע ולו ושתחוה ומרדכי.”  Our sages explained that 
Mordechai went to Shushan so that he would not have to bow down to Haman.  If he 
would have stayed in his living room, Haman would have never known how Mordechai 
felt about him, and perhaps our destiny would have been different if Mordechai did 
something else.  We need to learn from Mordechai and from each experience we face, not 
to allow any hate group to impact and change our lives.  Mordechai taught us that there 
are times when we must go out with our head held high – projecting by our presence that 
AmYisrael Chai! - !עם ישראל חי 
 
In contrast, I wish to point out my father’s actions and the actions of thousands of other 
partisan fighters during WWII. He and his comrades went into the forests to look to 
sabotage the enemy’s efforts rather than run away and hide.  As we reflect on this 
particular experience, let us turn it into a lesson on Jewish pride.  We can only achieve 
this level of Jewish pride if we walk with our heads held high, and show that Am Yisrael 
Chai--in spite of all those who attempt to harm and destroy us.  We believe in the First 
Amendment, and I hope everyone agrees that living in the United States gives everyone 
the right to free speech and the right to congregate. For good or bad, we have to be 
respectful of that.  
 
On a lighter note thank you for your cooperation in supplying your child(ren) with brown 
bag lunches on Fridays.  As we move forward we request that you please continue to help 
us maximize instruction time by sending your child with simple, healthy lunches--not 
three or four course meals that require too much time and effort to eat!  Everything-- 
sandwiches, drinks, and snacks should be easy to open and dispose of.  I wish to 
compliment parents who send in healthy snacks, i.e. fruit, vegetables, yogurt and the like 
for their children.  We ask that parents refrain from sending in “junk food”.   Please help 
us raise our children’s level of health consciousness.  Thank you for your understanding 
and compliance.  
 
We are happy to offer the courtesy of helping your children out of the car at AM arrival.  
However, please have your child(ren) ready to leave the car to help keep the flow of 
traffic moving.  Working together always yields a safe, efficient and pleasant feeling of 
teamwork.    
 
To further maximize instructional time, please help your child(ren) and teachers by not 
asking to change transportation arrangements unless it is an emergency.  If your child is 
assigned to a bus, it should not be changed.  In addition, we ask that parents refrain from 
picking up their children before dismissal time as stated in our parent/student handbook.  
These requests disrupt classroom instruction.  Of course we will always accommodate 



emergencies, but we reserve the right to determine what constitutes an emergency.  We 
are thankful to those who comply with school policy and urge others to do so, too.   
 
This Shabbat  isשבת מברכים  followed by חשון  מרחודש .  Rosh Chodesh will be 
announced for Sunday and Monday.  Best wishes for a חודש טוב and שבת שלום. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE DEAN’S HEART        מלב המנהל 
G'mar chatimah tovah to all.  I hope that your Rosh Hashanah and  עשרת  ימי תשובה
were meaningful, and that you and your family enjoy a year of good health, nachat, and 
happiness.   
 
We are delighted by the good start that all of our programs got off to. Instruction is going 
smoothly and we conducted the first of a series of fire drills.  When our new General 
Studies Principal, Mr. Ross remarked that the school opening “was a piece of cake”, I 
replied "We have been baking this 'piece of cake' for the past 14 years to get it baked just 
right!"   Rabbi Kobrin shared similar sentiments.  We are always thankful to our 
extremely hard working, loyal, and dedicated faculty, staff and parents.  It is 
heartwarming to know that we can always rely on their full cooperation.  And, when 
veteran colleagues compliment us, it gives me great pleasure.  
  
I wish to offer special thanks to Mrs. Rena Gombo, Dr. Susan Ajodan, and Dr. Helen 
Ishofsky, who joined us for three sessions of our Early Childhood Parent/Child “Meet the 
Teacher” events.  These top-notch mental health specialists left an indelible impression 
on our parents.  Topics addressed included transition issues such as: separation, going 
from summer to school mode, and leisure activity behavior versus school behavior.  I also 
wish to thank those parents who attended these orientations, and look forward to working 
closely with them.   
 
As we progress toward a paper free environment, I would like to offer the following 
clarifications:  
 
NSHA’s website, www.nsha.org is available for general school information.   From time 
to time, I will post messages under “Deans Announcement” which I will make reference 
to in our weekly blast.   Last Thursday we blasted the dates for our upcoming Curriculum 
Nights, and specific details and times were posted under “Dean’s Announcements”. 
 
Our SOIN program is there for more personal and confidential home and school 
information.  It is through SOIN that parents in grades 4 – 8 can view their children’s 
report cards, and all parents can view pictures of school events.  To log onto SOIN you 
must have a user name and log in ID#.   If you do not have one please contact Lisa 
Benjamin at 487-8687 ext. 114 in Cherry Lane or Donna Tieri at 487-9163 ext.150 in Old 
Mill.  We urge everyone to make sure that we always have your current e-mail address. 
Let’s make good use of the web so that we are all on the same page.  
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This past Wednesday we hosted the Paul Effman Music Service in an assembly for 
grades 3, 4, and 5 that featured the trumpet, trombone, saxophone, flute, clarinet, bells 
and snare drum.  Our children loved the exciting sounds, all of which are part of our 
NSHA band-instrument program, and they sang along to familiar songs. We encourage 
our children to expand their musical horizons by learning a new instrument--which can 
positively impact their academic progress.  Please return the completed application to 
your child’s general studies homeroom teacher by Wednesday, September 30th. 
 
Mercaz after-school programs will begin on Tuesday, September 29th under the able 
leadership of Mitch Malaga.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding these 
programs, or have any issues with transportation, please contact Mr. Malaga at 487-8687 
ext. 151 for programming and Ilene Horowitz for transportation issues at ext.110.   
 
We wish to thank our faculty for their impressive presentations during Curriculum 
Night, and our participating parents for their interest and support.  This week’s sessions 
for grades 1, 4, and 5 were well attended, informative and helpful. Parents became 
familiarized with our instructional plans and class routines.  The entire professional staff 
is always eager to foster greater ties with all parents--to benefit the future of our delicious 
children.  We look forward to greeting parents in grades 2, 3 and Early Childhood next 
Tuesday and Wednesday evening. 
 
Yishar koach to our PTA Presidium Sharona Arjang and Myra Mogilnor for the lovely 
school opening gifts to our children and faculty and for the refreshments made available 
during our “Early Childhood Meet the Teacher” events and curriculum nights.   
  
As we leave for Yom Kippur, let’s try to attend  to the  מוצאי יום כיפור  of מצווה
building our own סוכה, weather permitting.  I know that some of our families have made 
plans , spending  in Israel.  We wish them all   לעלות לרגל סוכות

 and   צאתכם לשלום ובואכם לשלום חג  It is our fervent hope that all our  .שמח
children have an opportunity to fulfill all the  of  – among them  מצוות חג הסוכות

– and a blessing over  every day of    ישיבה בסוכה ארבעת המינים יום  Rest  .טוב
assured that your children will be celebrating Yom Tov in the Academy with special 
activities.   
 
As you read this message, we will be leaving to observe שבת שובה, Yom Kippur, and 
look forward to celebrate Sukkot, observing Hoshana Rabbah, Shemini Atzeret and 
Simchat Torah.  May the Almighty receive our thoughts and prayers and may He send 
peace to our people and to the world at large.  Shabbat Shalom, have a meaningful fast, 
and Chag Sameach.   
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September 2009 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
CURRICULUM NIGHTS:  
Since we believe that “The home can do LITTLE without the school and the 
school can do NOTHING without the home,” we will continue to do whatever it 
takes to strengthen our school-home partnership.  To that end, we would like to 
invite you to join us for our annual curriculum nights. 
 
The purpose of curriculum night is to provide an opportunity for teachers to introduce 
themselves to parents.  Faculty will also present curriculum outlines, educational 
goals for the year, textbooks in use, as well as school and class policies and 
procedures.  We specifically ask parents to refrain from raising individual 
matters during this evening.   
 
Should you wish to discuss an individual concern with a teacher prior to 
Parent/Teacher conferences scheduled for Sunday, November 15, 2009, please 
feel free to contact your child’s teacher via a note or telephone message.  
Teachers will return your phone call within 48 hours. 
 
1-  Curriculum Night for grade 1:  Tuesday – September 22, 2009      
Rabbi Yeshayahu E. Greenfeld - Grade level supervisor 
7:00 – 7:30PM – Parents will report to their child’s AM homeroom class to meet with 
their child’s AM teacher. 
 
7:40PM – 8:10PM - Parents will report to their child’s PM homeroom to meet with 
their child’s PM teacher.  
 
8:15 – 9:00PM - PTA gift shop is open for business. 
        
2-  Curriculum Night for grade 4:  Wednesday, September 23, 2009           
Randolph Ross - Grade level supervisor  
7:00 – 7:30PM – Parents will report to their child’s AM homeroom class to meet with 
their child’s AM teacher. 
 
7:40PM – 8:10PM - Parents will report to their child’s PM homeroom to meet with 
their child’s PM teacher. 
 
8:15 – 9:00PM - PTA gift shop is open for business. 
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3-  Curriculum Night for grade 5:  Thursday, September 24, 2009           
Randolph Ross - Grade level supervisor  
7:00 – 7:30PM – Parents will report to their child’s AM homeroom class to meet with 
their child’s AM teacher. 
 
7:40PM – 8:10PM - Parents will report to their child’s PM homeroom to meet with 
their child’s PM teacher. 
 
8:15 – 9:00PM - PTA gift shop is open for business. 
 
4-  Curriculum Night for grades 2, 3:  Tuesday – September 29, 2009          
Rabbi Yeshayahu E. Greenfeld and Randolph Ross - Grade level supervisors 
7:00 – 7:30PM – Parents will report to their child’s AM homeroom class to meet with 
their child’s AM teacher. 
 
7:40PM – 8:10PM - Parents will report to their child’s PM homeroom to meet with 
their child’s PM teacher. 
 
8:15 – 9:00PM - PTA gift shop is open for business. 
 
6-  Curriculum Night for Early Childhood:  Wednesday – September 30, 2009      
Rabbi Yeshayahu E. Greenfeld - Grade level supervisor 
7:00PM – Parents will report to their child’s class to meet with their child’s teachers. 
8:00 – 9:00PM - PTA gift shop is open for business. 
 
6-  Curriculum Night for grades 6,7,8:  Wednesday, October 14, 2009   
Rabbi Jeffrey Kobrin – Grade level supervisor 
6:30 – 9:15PM GRADE 6   7:00 – 9:15PM   GRADES 7, 8  
Middle school parents will receive their children’s personalized schedules in a 
separate mailing which you should bring with you that evening.  Following your 
children’s schedules will give you the opportunity to meet all of their children’s 
teachers in General and Judaic studies.   
   
9:15 – 10:00PM - PTA gift shop is open for business. 
 
To facilitate your visit to school, it is important to obtain your child’s AM and PM 
classroom numbers and locations.  Please get this information from your child before 
you come to school.    
 
DRESS CODE 
When joining us for any school program, we kindly request your cooperation in 
abiding by our dress code in the spirit of our traditions and laws of modesty.  Men 
are expected to wear kipot and women should dress in modest fashion. 
 
Parking, especially at Cherry Lane, is extremely limited.  When 
parking, please make sure not to park in fire lanes, block any other 
vehicles, or park on anyone’s lawn.  Please obey all village parking 
regulations. 
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TRANSPORTATION POLICIES 
Great Neck’s transportation department has restated their policy of only transporting 
children permanently listed on a specific route.  Drivers are not permitted to 
transport anyone else. In past years we had children returned to school because 
they boarded the bus improperly, which detains everyone else trying to get home. If 
your child is assigned to a bus that is the way he/she must travel.  It is our goal to 
maximize instructional time.  Please help us by not asking teachers and office staff 
to change transportation arrangements for your child.  Of course, we will always 
accommodate emergencies.   
 
Also, it is important that parents explain to their children that they may only ride on 
the bus that is assigned to them by the district.  Children may not switch buses to 
accommodate play dates.  Further, the bus company asks us to remind children that 
eating is not allowed on the buses.  These rules are in compliance with the policies 
of the Great Neck School District. 
 
As stated in our Parent/Student handbook, please note that no early dismissals 
will be granted within one half hour prior to dismissal.   
 
Veterans Transportation has also advised us that from now on, they will strictly 
enforce the policy that does not allow house stops and will not honor any 
private arrangements made with parents. 
 
We ask your cooperation in not making any special requests of the bus 
drivers, as they will not be able to honor them.  Veterans Transportation policy 
is to terminate drivers who do not abide by these rules.   
 

Thank you for your full compliance and cooperation. 
 

Best wishes for a healthy and happy new year 
שנה טובה כתיבה וחתימה טובה

  
 

Fondly, 
Rabbi Yeshayahu E. Greenfeld 

Randolph Ross 
Rabbi Jeffrey Kobrin  
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FROM THE DEAN’S HEART                                                                                          מלב המנהל 
Shalom and a hearty welcome to our beloved NSHA readers!  The beginning of the school year is always 
a busy and exciting time.  It was wonderful to welcome our students back from vacation—they all look 
well rested, rejuvenated and content. We gave our devoted and dedicated faculty and staff a warm 
welcome back, too.  They spent many hours preparing their classrooms and lessons so the transition back 
to school would be smooth - כל הכבוד וישר  Special thanks to our office staff, Kevin Callan and his  .כח 
crew for the efficient, monumental job they did of restoring our Cherry Lane campus back into “school 
mode”--as always, mission accomplished.  
 
We also extend a warm welcome to Rabbi Jeffrey Kobrin, our Middle School Principal and Mr. Randolph 
Ross, our General Studies Principal along with Mr. Andrew Brusoff who is teaching Science, Ms. Rachel 
Malamud who is teaching English and Mrs. Esti Honig who is teaching Judaic Studies.  At Cherry Lane 
we welcomed Ms. Gloria Ezon as our new school Psychologist, Ms. Shirley Khadavi as a 3rd grade 
General Studies teacher, and Mrs. Sarah Koolyk and Roza Stern as General Studies Assistants.  In our 
Early Childhood Department we welcomed back Mrs. Sheena Kashi to our Toddler program.  You will 
have the opportunity to personally meet all of your children’s teachers at our upcoming curriculum nights.  
We wish our entire faculty the best of luck.    
 
Our building has been cleaned meticulously over the summer, with particular emphasis on those surfaces 
that students come in contact with regularly (e.g. hand rails).  We will also have available a number of 
hand sanitizers throughout the building for students and adults to use.  All visitors to our building will be 
asked to sanitize their hands upon entering. 
  
We urge parents not to send sick children back to school before a minimum of 24 hours fever free without 
the use of fever reducing medications (i.e. Advil, Motrin, Tylenol etc.).  Upon return your child must be 
well enough to participate in all school activities including gym and recess.  In this way, we hope to stop 
the spread of infection among our students, faculty and staff. 
 
We are thankful to our PTA volunteer mothers who help serve lunch every day at our Cherry Lane and 
Old Mill campuses. Their support keeps lunch time on schedule, which maximizes instructional time for 
our children. I appeal to all parents to lend a hand so that students can eat without rushing and report back 
to their classes on time. Also, when we fall short of lunchroom volunteers, teachers have to fill in 
and give up vital prep time for instruction. Please make time to volunteer.  
 
A REMINDER TO ALL PARENTS THAT FRIDAYS ARE BROWN BAG LUNCH DAYS.  PLEASE 
SEND YOUR CHILDREN WITH PAREVE OR DAIRY LUNCHES.   
 
As of today your child will bring home the weekly Parshaton - פרשת השבוע sheet.  We urge our families 
to make good use of it by devoting time at your Shabbat table for sharing דברי תורה.  Please note that 
the Parshaton sheet is divided into 3 parts providing a dvar torah for each Shabbat meal.   
 

, the  begin reciting .  Sephardim have already started on This  מוצאי שבת אשכנזים סליחות



ראש חודש  which will bring us closer and help us מנהג I encourage all families to partake in this  .אלול 
be better prepared for the high holidays ראש השנה ויום   Please consult your shul’s calendar  .הכפורים 
for details.  At the Academy we will introduce סליחות  that is appropriate for each grade level. Between 
home and school we hope to be able to create the proper spirit of ימים  and get ready for נוראים 
יום הדין הגדול    .והנורא 
 
This year marks my 14th year of service to the Academy, and I am delighted with the progress we have 
made together.  We thank all our supporters: parents, teachers and friends of the Academy, and look 
forward to another marvelous year of learning, growth and accomplishments.   
 
On behalf of Mr. Ross, Rabbi Kobrin, and the entire faculty and staff, I wish our NSHA family  
שנה טובה כתיבה וחתימה  as we will usher in Rosh Hashana next Friday evening.  We also wish טובה 
you a year of true nachat from your wonderful children. May all your dreams come true and may our 
beloved Academy--along with your support and cooperation--continue to flourish and grow 
מחיל אל    .Best wishes for a special Shabbat Shalom, the last Shabbat of this year  .חיל 
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